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Special Collections and Archives,  
Bjork Library, Stockton University: 

The Work of Many Hands 
 

Stockton’s Special Collections and College Archives experienced inconsistent growth and, at 

times, poor management during their formative years. Stockton University has long retained 

materials related to its history within the Bjork Library, stored with irregular oversight in the 

Government Documents area. By the mid 1970s, librarians recognized the significance of Stockton’s 

presence in the geographical Pine Barrens and began collecting materials related to the area. During 

Stockton’s first three decades, various donations of “rare books” were also accepted. Not particularly 

rare and often with little relevance to one another, for years these “special” books were preserved 

alongside Pine Barrens materials in a locked room on the first level of the library. 

This brief history traces the development of Stockton’s Special Collections and Archives from 

their earliest efforts to the first major donations of South Jersey materials nearly forty years later. 

How does a new college, opened to the public in 1971, undertake to preserve its ongoing history and 

that of the much older local community? How did our currently well organized Special Collections 

and Archives, significant repositories of local history, get underway?1 

 

The Stockton Archives 

The need for a college archive was recognized early on. A month before classes opened at the 

Mayflower Hotel in Atlantic City, on August 4, 1971, Herman Elstein, Assistant Director of Reader 

Services, suggested retention of important school-related documents including academic working 

papers, trustee meetings, budgets, relevant laws, constructions reports, etc. Arthur Flandreau, 

Director of the Library, and Richard P. Chaite, assistant to President Bjork, advised that the archives 

be housed in the “Reader Services” area of the library. At some future date a “Special Collections and 

Archives” department was to be formed.2 The archives collection, therefore, began shortly after the 

college opened as the “College Information File,” a miscellaneous collection of college newspapers, 

 
1 Stockton faculty and staff who provided details for this history include Lydia Javins, Bill Bearden, David Pinto, Dick 
Colby, Louise Tillstrom, Cheryl Olson, Mark Demitroff, John Sinton, Tom Ayers, Charla Comer, Alan Delozier, David 
Roessel, Ken Tompkins, Heather Perez and Tom Kinsella. 
2 Alan Delozier, The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey Archival Field Guide & Catalog, 1969–1994, 7. 
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college working papers and information about Richard Stockton.3 A driving force for the 

development of this collection was the initial Stockton State College self study, which was completed 

in 1975. 

Early planning for the Archives, dating from 1974–1975, recognized similarities in format and 

handling requirements between archival materials and government documents. It was decided to 

place the Archives under the supervision of the Government Documents librarian.4 From early on, 

the Archives were considered something of a “step-child.”5 Government Documents initially resided 

in the Documents Workroom, E-222, a quite small space. By 1977, it had been relocated to E-004, 

a twenty by ten foot storage room in the lower level of the library. After the library expansion in 

1995, Government Documents grew to encompass a considerable area with multiple rooms in the 

northeastern corner of the lower level of the library.  

The Bjork Library has been a selective depository for federal documents since 1972 when it took 

over as depository from the Atlantic City Public Library. It has been a depository for New Jersey 

documents since 1973 and Atlantic County documents since 1976.6 An informal agreement to 

collect Galloway Township documents is mentioned in librarian Ginny Vail’s 1982 position paper.7 

At that time the Government Documents collection numbered approximately 150,000 items 

including a significant collection of topographic maps. The department appears to have been 

chronically understaffed and challenged by its obligation to process, encode and appropriately weed 

holdings. 

The scope of the Archives was deliberately limited. “The college archives collection is to be a 

select collection of the central documents relating to the development of the institution. It is not 

intended to be a comprehensive collection detailing all of the activities at the college or is it meant to 

be a warehouse of files from the various college offices.”8 The plan developed in 1974–1975 and 

adopted shortly thereafter was for the archives to be subsumed under the direction of the 

 
3 Ginny Vail, “Archives Position Paper,“ 1982, 1. 
4 [McDonald, Joseph], “Stockton Archive Collection Draft,” 1974?. 
5 Ginny Vail, “Archives Position Paper,” 1982, 1. 
6 See letter from Elizabeth D. Strapp, Documents Librarian, to Joseph McDonald, Assistant Director for Reader 
Services, Library, Stockton State College, confirming that Stockton would become a New Jersey document 
depository as of February 1, 1973. 
7 See Ginny Vail, “Position Paper: Government Documents,” April 1982. 
8 Wilson M. Stahl, “Discussion Paper on College Archives,” July 8, 1981, 1. 
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Government Documents department and to become the responsibility of the Public 

Services/Documents librarian.”9 

In 1975, non-current materials from the President’s office were added to the “College 

Information File.” This may have been when early documents, charred but not destroyed during the 

arson of the President’s cabin (February 1973), were deposited within the archives. For years 

afterward, the scent of charred paper was evident when certain file cabinets were opened. During fall 

1975, approval was granted to Ken Stow, Assistant to the Vice President for Business and Finance, 

to gather and preserve in the archives annual budget proposals, yearly program guides, development 

documents, proposals, consultant reports and newspaper articles/promotional publications.10 

Materials related to the office of Natural Sciences and Mathematics were prominent as that division 

adhered to the announced archival schedule; other divisions did not. In July 1976, Elizabeth Alton 

donated copies of her manuscript The Stockton Story, A History of the Founding of Richard Stockton 

State College along with a collection of letters, notes, press clippings, and other documents from the 

early to mid 1960s that recorded efforts to found the institution. 

Initially, the space reserved for the College Archives was a four-drawer vertical file cabinet 

located in the public area outside of the Documents Workroom (E-222). In 1976, CODOC was 

chosen as the method for cataloging and organizing the archives and in 1977 a student worker began 

the necessary cataloging and coding, funded by a grant from Stockton’s Research and Professional 

Development Committee.11 The collection was closed, with no browsing allowed unless prearranged 

with the Documents Librarian or Assistant Director for Public Services. By July 1977, the Stockton 

Archives consisted of three file cabinets and three shelves of records.12 

By 1978, the Archives had moved into E-222, as Government Documents had been relocated to 

E-004 on the ground level of the library. A 1978 memo provided procedures that offices were to 

follow while collecting and sending to the Archives “most of the official records and many of the 

 
9 “Stockton Archive Collection Draft,” 1974, 1; Ginny Vail, “Archives Position Paper,” 1982, 1. 
10 Alan Delozier, The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey Archival Field Guide & Catalog, 1969–1994, 8. 
11 Ginny Vail, “Archives Position Paper,” 1982, 1. 
12 Alan Delozier, The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey Archival Field Guide & Catalog, 1969–1994, 9. 
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important informal records related to the development and function of the college.”13 At an 

undetermined date, the Archives rejoined Government Documents on the lower level of the library. 

This initial drive to collect materials and to develop the Archives appears to have run out of gas 

by the late 1970s. In 1981, Reference Librarian Wilson (Bil) Stahl points out the lack of attention 

accorded to the archives.14 Ginny Vail, in her 1982 position paper, is scathing: 

 

Many events have contributed to the total chaos which now exists in archives. First, the estimate of 

the number of materials to be received was much lower than what has actually been received even 

though many offices have sent nothing. Second, the constant changes in the college’s organization and 

the even more constant changes in personnel have led to uneven contributions to the archives with 

many important documents never having been sent at all. In addition, with offices constantly moving 

and changing names, only an expert with a series of detailed organizational plans could determine 

where to code each document. Finally, little or no staff has ever been assigned to archives and even then 

the staff has usually been temporary with little supervision and vague guidelines. In the Documents/ 

Archives department documents has always been considered more important so that even within its 

own department, archives has been an unwanted step-child, always relegated to “when we have time.”15 

 

Contributions to the Archives were uneven during the 1980s. “Moribund” may be too strong a 

word for the collection; perhaps “haphazard” and “understaffed” are better descriptors. With the 

expansion of the library (funds were earmarked in 1991; construction was completed in 1995) the 

archives received renewed attention. In February of 1994, Luis Rodriguez, Assistant Director for 

Public Services, approved student Alan Delozier’s independent study within the Stockton Archives. 

Delozier, who had a degree from St. Bonaventure and was taking additional history courses at 

Stockton, undertook to organize and refocus the archives; Professor William J. Gilmore-Lehn and 

Government Documents librarian Frank Wagner supervised his work. Delozier, who would become 

University Archivist at Seton Hall University, completed an extensive review of the Archives and 

served as part-time Stockton College Archivist through 1994. 

 
13 Wilson M. Stahl, “Instructions on the treatment of materials being sent to the College Archives as per College 
Policy IV-60.1,” July 24, 1978. 
14 Wilson M. Stahl, “Discussion Paper on College Archives,” July 8, 1981. 
15 Ginny Vail, “Archives Position Paper,” 1982, 1. 
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The Beginnings of Special Collections 

In February of 1974, Bil Stahl put forward a proposal for the creation of a Pine Barrens 

Information Center at Stockton.16 Recognizing the ecological and cultural importance of the Pine 

Barrens (the Pinelands National Reserve would be established in 1978), Stahl proposed a center that 

would attract and support scholars and community members studying the Pine Barrens. He 

envisioned a clearing house with the potential to promote off-campus partnerships. Stahl listed two 

initial goals: (1) compilation of a bibliography of literature on the Pine Barrens and (2) 

establishment of an outstanding collection of primary and secondary source materials. Stahl had 

begun the project in October 1973, assisted by Stockton student John Wessler.  

There was considerable interest in the Pine Barrens at this time. John Sinton, Professor of 

Environmental Studies, organized three well-received conferences focused on the Pine Barrens 

(1978, 1979, 1980), which garnered considerable interest on campus and within the wider 

community. Stockton students studied the environment and culture of the Pine Barrens in many 

courses. Stahl was requesting support for a project that moved well beyond the scope and capability 

of the library, with the potential to grow into a regional initiative. His application for office space, 

one staff member (a clerk typist), and modest funding was not supported. What did come about was 

a collection of materials stored in eight file cabinets, now referred to as the Pine Barrens vertical file. 

The collection preserves a typed bibliography of Pinelands literature/research, dating through the 

late 1980s, and copies of several hundred articles, pamphlets, booklets, and a lesser number of full-

length studies relating to the Pine Barrens. The original location of these materials has not been 

discovered. By the late 1980s they were housed in a former study room, as will be discussed later. 

Eventually, they were moved to the Government Document area on the lower level of the library. 

Bill Bearden, Associate Director for Library Technical Service (1987 to 2018), believes that these 

documents were catalogued using the same CODOC system as that utilized for the archives. A 

computer generated index to the collection remains; the tractor-feed printouts, typical of that era, 

have been preserved. 

In June 1974, William J. Gilmore, then Assistant Professor of History, suggested that the 

College collect all extant papers of, and directly relating, to Richard Stockton. Although he hoped 

 
16 Wilson M. Stahl, “A Preliminary Proposal for the Establishment of a Pine Barrens Information Center,” February 
12, 1974. Pp. 9. 



 6 

for original documents, he admitted that copies were more plausible. Gilmore directed his proposal 

to President Richard E. Bjork, “as your office seemed the most appropriate to oversee such a 

project.”17 He asserted that collecting the papers would be relatively easy once identified and that 

Historical Studies majors might be interested in helping to set up an archive based on such materials. 

The proposal was given some consideration as James Judy, Assistant to the President, asked 

Raymond Frankle, Assistant Director of Technical Services in the Library, to explore the possibility. 

Related correspondence in 1975 between Bil Stahl and William C. Wright, Associate Director of the 

New Jersey Historical Commission, suggested that such a project would be quite involved and 

expensive. The idea appears to have gone no further. 

In spring 1978,18 Tom Ayers, Instructor in Folklore, taught a course entitled Folklore and Folklife 

of New Jersey. Ayers encouraged students to study folkways of the indigenous Piney culture and 

South Jersey culture. Students interviewed longtime community members and submitted reports of 

their findings, including supporting materials such as audiotapes, drawings, photographs and maps. 

The reports were preserved within the library. Topics included details of the life of Clifton Maddox, 

salt hay farming, decoy carving, military folktales, New Jersey garvey building, prohibition and drug 

lore, women’s folklore, construction of a Barnegat Bay sneakbox, and more.  

Lydia Javins, employed in the library from 1996 to 2009, describes these reports as the 

protoplasm for what we now refer to as Special Collections. Not all projects had great significance, 

but there were exceptions. For one project, Mark J. Fletcher interviewed his neighbor John J. 

Lingelbach, a pig farmer who had owned a portion of the land that Stockton is built upon. The 

Fletcher report includes photographs of Lingelbach, Lake Fred, and various outflow conduits, along 

with a hand-drawn map of the properties purchased by the State of New Jersey in 1969 and 1970. It 

also includes a cassette tape preserving a seventeen-minute interview with Mr. Lingelbach who 

 
17 William J. Gilmore-Lehn, “Proposal for Collecting Photostats of the papers of Richard Stockton,” June 12, 1974. 
18 See the article “Naturalist to Speak,” for mention of Tom Ayers as Instructor of Folklore and teacher for “Folklore 
and Folklife of New Jersey,” Stockton Chronicle, March 13, 1978, 3. Ayers transferred from Concordia College to 
Stockton in September 1972. He enrolled in a folklore course taught by Mary Ruth Warner, Instructor in Social 
Sciences. The course inspired both Ayers and Andy Pepper to form the Stockton Folklore Society and led to the 
Lake Fred Folk Festival (held in A-wing). When Ayers returned from graduate school, John Sinton, Professor of 
Environmental Studies, encouraged his involvement in Pinelands preservation projects and related topics. Sinton 
also urged Ayers to teach “Folklore and Folklife of New Jersey,” which he did. He taught the same course at 
Douglas College. 
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describes Lake Fred’s history as a cranberry bog. The wonderful project is preserved in Special 

Collections and the oral history cassette has been converted to a digital file. 

In fall 1982, a second proposal was advanced by Bill Gilmore to establish a South Jersey Archives 

to be housed within the library. Gilmore pointed out the weak holdings of South Jersey primary 

sources in the State’s largest historical repositories, naming the New Jersey State Archives, the State 

Library, the New Jersey Historical Society, Rutgers and Princeton. He also noted the fragmented 

state of holdings by South Jersey historical societies. In contrast to Bil Stahl’s earlier Pine Barrens 

Information Center, Gilmore hoped to focus on the six lower counties of South Jersey (he does not 

mention Burlington or Ocean counties). He envisioned an archive that would promote engagement 

with local history among students and academics. The archive did not materialize, presumably 

lacking institutional support.19 

In 1988, Ann Corbett was hired to work in the Reference area. With an interest in local history, 

she began to identify Stockton materials and collections that dealt with South Jersey. She gathered 

together the student projects from Folklore and Folklife of New Jersey, including an earlier 

photographic essay “Costumes at Stockton,” dating from fall 1975, which documents dressing 

patterns within the Stockton community. She collected these materials, the Pine Barren’s vertical file 

begun by Bil Stahl, Stockton’s complete run of the Pinelands Commission Minutes (1979–), and 

Pine Barrens focused books, some quite fragile, that had arrived as donations. Cheryl Olson, a 

student worker in Reference between 1988 and 1990, assisted Corbett in assembling the South 

Jersey collection and remembers that it was housed in a glass-front room on the main level of the 

library. Only Corbett and the Circulation Desk had a key to that room. 

Not all books in the collection had to do with the Pinelands. Bill Bearden described the selection 

of titles as haphazard: some books were about the Pinelands, some about broader aspects of New 

Jersey, some were simply older imprints with fragile bindings. These books were housed in two sets 

of glass-door cabinets, painted white, in the glass-front room, formerly a small individual study 

room. The locked cabinets were repurposed display cases for minerals and may have been donated by 

Stockton’s Division of Natural Sciences and Mathematics. In 1991, Ann Corbett left Stockton. 

 
19 See [William J. Gilmore-Lehn], “Proposal for the Establishment of a South Jersey Archives at Stockton State 
College,” [1982], Pp. 6. Mentioned in Alan Delozier, The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey Archival Field 
Guide & Catalog, 1969–1994, 10. 
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While her efforts had provided early steps toward an organized Special Collections focused on local 

history and culture, the resulting materials were not immediately deemed important. 

In 1995, when the library was renovated and expanded, the Special Collections books were 

transferred from the small individual study room, which had been demolished during renovations, to 

a newly built room opposite the Circulation Desk (E-105), larger than the previous space, but not by 

much.  Identified as “The Special Collections Room,” the door was kept locked, and Circulation still 

controlled the key. It was rarely used.  

By 1996, when Lydia Javins was hired to work in Circulation, Special Collections had become 

an orphaned collection. She took an immediate interest and began reviewing and further organizing 

the collection. Librarian Barbara Ruth Campbell also took an interest, writing a one-page annual 

report for Special Collections for the year 1997–1998. She estimated that 272 titles were stored in 

the glass-door cases and expressed an interest in promoting the existence of Special Collections to 

area school teachers, genealogical societies, historical societies and Pine Barrens groups. Her plans for 

outreach were laudable, but it is not clear that significant action was completed.  

 

The Development of Special Collections and Archives 

In July 2001, David Pinto became Director of the Library and brought to Stockton his interest 

in special collections; Gerry O’Sullivan, the previous director, had shown no interest in this area. 

With the assistance of Bill Bearden and Lydia Javins, Pinto began to rethink and reorganize both 

Special Collections and the Stockton Archives. By 2003, President Farris—who announced her 

retirement in February 2002, effective at the end of June 2003—had begun to send box after box of 

files from her office to the Archives, still situated within the Government Documents area. This 

compounded existing organizational and space problems. It became clear that the badly cluttered 

Government Documents Workroom (E-056) and the adjacent glass-walled room facing Lake Fred 

and D-wing (E-056b) had to be reorganized. 

Lydia Javins began work in Government Documents in 2005, and upon the retirement of Frank 

Wagner, the Government Documents librarian, she took over management in September 2006. The 

unit was to be reimagined as the College Archives, Special Collections, and Government Documents 

(with the latter deemphasized). In 2006, Javins had the materials stored in the Special Collections 

room (E-105) opposite Circulation, brought down to the Government Documents area. The 
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cabinets for the Pine Barrens vertical file were moved at some earlier date: Bill Bearden remembers 

that, after 1995, the files were just outside the Government Documents workroom (E-056). They 

were in the vicinity of Roger Wood’s personal book collection, housed in free-standing book 

cabinets also just outside the Government Documents workroom. 

The workroom was a hodgepodge of piles of paper. David Pinto reported that the adjacent glass-

walled room, slated to become the “Reading Room” if it could be decluttered, looked like the 

stateroom scene from the Marx Brothers’ A Night at the Opera! Furniture was stacked to the ceiling. 

File cabinets were stacked one atop another, tables on tables, desks on desks. Locks were broken on 

many file cabinets; keys were missing on others. Various boxes were filled with junk cardboard, and 

stacks of miscellaneous papers filled the room. Painstakingly, the space was cleared. Special mention 

goes to Ron Fieros from Circulation for removing the dangerously stacked upper tier file cabinets 

and hauling them elsewhere and to Wayne Bagnell, from the Key Shop in Plant Management, who 

spent hours picking and replacing file cabinet locks so that Javins could get key control over the area. 

Javins was joined in fall 2005 by Dick Colby, recently retired Professor Emeritus of Cell-

Biology. Unpaid, Dick assumed the position of Volunteer College Archivist. He first located and 

organized for binding the minutes of the Board of Trustees. He then moved on to Middle States 

accreditation reports. He also organized materials from the Stockton Foundation and the Faculty 

Assembly, especially focusing on the Library Committee, which he had chaired for many years. Dick 

straightened out the map collection. 

An important component of the Archives consisted of many locked stack shelves of Princeton 

file boxes, organized alphabetically, containing documents supplied or collected by/from each 

University school, degree program, student club, cultural organization, governance committee, and 

various projects and events. Javins may have initiated this branch of the collections but Colby 

rearranged and added extensively to it. For example, it includes detailed minutes of every meeting of 

the Nursing Program faculty. 

By October 2005, a draft policy for the “Richard Stockton College of New Jersey Archives and 

Special Collections” was in circulation. The Introduction and Mission Statement are provided 

below: 
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Introduction 

Most materials in the Richard Stockton College Archives and Special Collections are open for use by 

the general public, Stockton College faculty, students and alumni. The Archives and Special 

Collections collects, organizes, preserves and provides access to collections related to all aspects of 

Stockton College and the general history and culture of southern New Jersey. The books in Special 

Collections cover many topics including New Jersey history and local genealogy. There are also rare 

books, publications by Stockton College and New Jersey authors, and other works focusing on 

regional politics, geography and environment. In order to properly ensure the long-term accessibility 

and preservation of these collections, they do not circulate, and must be used by researchers in the 

designated Reading Room in accordance with the regulations specified below. 

 

Mission Statement 

• To collect, organize and preserve materials of enduring intellectual value in all formats 

created by administrators, alumni, benefactors, donors, faculty, staff, and students of 

Stockton College.  

• To acquire, through donation or purchase, first or early editions of literary works, books 

written by New Jersey authors, material about Stockton College or books by and about 

people affiliated with the College, local, regional and state history, and materials on the 

Pinelands.  

• To support research, teaching and the intellectual integrity of Stockton College publications 

by making available and encouraging the use of archival collections by the College 

community and the general public.  

• To promote knowledge and understanding of the history, student life, academic goals and 

vision of Stockton College.  

• Encourage public awareness and the importance of preserving materials relevant to Stockton 

College and the surrounding community.  

 

Working together, Dick Colby and Lydia Javins brought order out of chaos. They were assisted 

by students from the Atlantic County Special Services School as paid TES staff, who, Javins reports, 

did an amazing amount of the clerical grunt work necessary to thoroughly reorganize. By 2007, the 

Archives were evolving into an entity of its own, no longer a step-child. Perhaps for the first time, 

one could distinguish among Special Collections, the Archives, and Government Documents, with 
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Special Collections and Archives taking the lead as the importance of paper-based Government 

Documents waned in the digital age. Javins remembers that in 2008, Director David Pinto came 

downstairs, inspected the department and declared, “We have an Archive!” 

Under David Pinto’s leadership, and through his efforts and those of staff members and 

volunteers, the library began to reorganize and strategically develop Special Collections and the 

College Archives. For the first time, the library provided sustained attention to proper organization, 

staffing, and maintenance of collections. 

 

Collections Arrive 

Starting in September 2006, when Javins took over, the Archives were processed and catalogued 

as quickly as possible. Whatever the library could afford to bind it had bound. Javins also turned her 

attention to incoming special collections. She organized the John Henry “Pop” Lloyd Committee 

Records which arrived starting in 2006. In November 2007, William W. Leap, a local historian from 

Runnemede, agreed to donate his local history collection to Special Collections. Javins and Dick 

Colby helped with the arrival of 1,300 titles in various formats: monographs, annuals, maps, atlases, 

newspaper and magazine articles. All pertained to South Jersey. Materials for a focused and 

significant Special Collections library had arrived.  

Tom Kinsella, Professor of Literature, began actively working with Special Collections and 

Archives in 2009. Four of his students curated the exhibition Pages from the Pines: Literature of 

the Pine Barrens & South Jersey in February 2010. The exhibition showcased books borrowed 

from local historian David C. Munn (and later donated to Stockton). In fall 2010, another group 

of Kinsella’s students introduced the Leap collection to the Stockton community, curating the 

exhibition entitled Exploring South Jersey through the William W. Leap Collection (November 2010 – 

January 2011).  

At this time the library had three exhibition cases—two small paired jewelry display cases and a 

larger metal-framed case. Kinsella and Professor David Roessel requested funds from ARHU, 

approved by Dean Robert Gregg, to construct five additional wooden and glass cases. These cases, 

with rough design specs offered by Kinsella, were built by master carpenter Bill Roessel and have 

been in constant use since this time. Additional student curated exhibitions became a regular feature 

of the library, many but not all completed by Kinsella’s students. Based on South Jersey materials 
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available in Special Collections, the exhibitions included Writing a Revolution: The Literature of New 

Jersey’s Revolutionary Past (April – June 2011); Contemplating Place: The Poetic Landscape of South 

Jersey (November 2011 – January 2012); Surveying South Jersey: Maps and South Jersey in the 

Nineteenth Century (November 27, 2012 – January 20, 2013); The Boling Settlement: Unearthing a 

Chapter of South Jersey History (January 29 – May, 2013); and Come See For Yourself: Special Selections 

from Special Collections (April 22 – July 30, 2014). These exhibitions were tied to course work in the 

Literature and American Studies programs.  

When Lydia Javins retired in 2009, she was succeeded by Louise Tillstrom. The two librarians 

had been friends since meeting on the night shift at the circulation desk in 1999. Over shared lunch 

breaks in the Government Documents workroom, Javins introduced Tillstrom to the collections and 

to the tasks necessary to maintain and improve them. In 2012, David Pinto, having retired as 

Library Director, took over from Dick Colby, returning as part-time, paid archivist and curator 

of Special Collections. In fall 2012, David C. Munn signed a letter of agreement with Stockton 

announcing his intention to donate his collection of South Jersey materials to Special 

Collections. At that time he donated approximately 300 volumes of South Jersey poetry and 

books authored by John McPhee. 

Also in 2012, the old NJN studio in lower E-wing (E-035) was allocated to Special 

Collections. Employees from the Division of Facilities and Operations constructed a connecting 

doorway and shelving was installed in 2013 allowing the space to serve as the Special Collections 

stacks. During May 2013 through 2015, Tom Kinsella secured internal funding, through a 2020 

grant, to support the South Jersey Culture & History Center as well as Stockton’s growing 

Special Collections. The relationship between these two entities remains close. Library support 

in the grant, which totaled approximately $20,000, allowed the large F. W. Beers Topographical 

Map of Atlantic County (1872) to be restored and archivally framed, provided support for the 

development of library exhibitions, and funded the retrofitting of locked stacks outside of Special 

Collections and Archives.  

With the arrival of the David C. Munn collection in May 2014, Special Collections at Stockton 

was no longer an afterthought. Munn’s 10,000 item donation, focused on South Jersey, was an 

important academic resource that needed to be curated and shared. Other smaller collections, such 

as the Buzby historic Chatsworth general store collection and the Budd Wilson collection, were 



 13 

being donated as well. David Pinto was providing excellent, part-time service, but the need for a full-

time special collections professional to curate and develop these collections was obvious.  

Joe Toth, Director of the Library (2012 to 2021), restructured staffing positions and created the 

position of Special Collections librarian. In 2017, Heather Perez was hired for the position and, with 

the excellent assistance of Louise Tillstrom, students and other librarians, has built a flourishing 

department. To date, approximately 100 additional collections, large and small, have joined the Leap 

and Munn collections. In important ways, the earlier visions of Special Collections as a repository of 

materials related to the Pine Barrens and South Jersey have been realized. Today the department 

preserves and makes available books, images (in photograph, slide, negative and digital formats), 

historic ledgers and business records, letters, oral histories, ephemera, maps, and even eighteenth-

century vellum deeds. Documents related to each of the eight southernmost counties of New Jersey 

come under the purview of Special Collections. An archivist position to work alongside Perez, slated 

to be hired in fall 2022 but placed on hold, would assure continued development of the University 

Archives as Stockton moves into its second 50 years. The department is well placed to explore 

unique opportunities offered in our digital age for preservation, dissemination, and study of local 

heritages. Our position in the South Jersey community has never been stronger and the potential for 

continued, innovative development is great.  

Stockton’s path to its current Special Collections and Archives has had false starts and periods of 

neglect, but over the years library staff and faculty, often assisted by students, have envisioned 

something well beyond a storage space for old records. Understanding the importance of place—of 

Stockton, the Pine Barrens, and South Jersey—they have collected, preserved and made available 

appropriate historical materials, and continue to do so. Yet Stockton, at heart, is an institution of 

teaching and learning. The worth of the collection extends beyond its use for traditional archival 

research. Special Collections and Archives hold the raw material for academic studies, podcasts, 

exhibitions, dramatizations, documentaries, social media postings and more—their usefulness is 

limited only by the creativity of the user. Think of Stockton Special Collections and Archives as an 

intellectual maker space that provides copious and rich materials to interested students, faculty and 

community members alike. 

 

Tom Kinsella July 29, 2022 
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“A Preliminary Proposal for the Establishment of a Pine Barrens Information Center,” Wilson M. 
Stahl, February 12, 1974. 
 
“Instructions on the treatment of materials being sent to the College Archives,” July 24, 1978. 
 
“Facts about the Library,” Fall 1978. 
 
“Proposal for the Establishment of a South Jersey Archives at Stockton State College,” [William 
Gilmore], 1982. 
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