
Dependent clauses
do not stand alone but make up 

part of a larger sentence structure. ey
have an analyzable internal grammar; include both
subject and predicate; and as units of meaning function 
like nouns, adverbs or adjectives. ere are two types.

* Open with subordinate 
conjunctions;
* Most frequently function
adverbially or as nouns;
* Infrequently function adjectivally. 

Potter’s
theorem
distinguishes
between relative 
and subordinate clauses 
using “that” by substituting 
“which” for “that.” In relative “which” for “that.” In relative 
clauses the switch will make sense.
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Remember: “that” can be a relative 
pronoun or subordinate conjun-
tion. “Where,” “when,” and
“why” can be relative
adverbs or subordi-
nate conjunctions.

* Open with relative pronouns,
prepositions, or relative adverbs;
* Most frequently function
adjectivally or as nouns;
* Infrequently function adverbially. 


