
South Jersey Folklore Project 
 
Folklore derives from the people, so we need to define who they were: 
 
• Early Period (1600s - mid- 1800s): During this era, Pineys consisted mainly of 
itinerant laborers, “pine rats,” and charcoal makers. This was a time of coal 
mines and oil wells. Many individuals also felled trees for the shipbuilding 
industry and for fuel for the many glass houses that were scattered throughout 
the region. (_________________ 1 student) 
 
• Railroad Era (mid-1800s - 1920s): With the introduction of a railway that 
connected Camden and Atlantic counties (ca. 1854), many cities were founded 
that still exist today. In 1861, for example, Charles K. Landis founded Vineland, 
which was predominately populated by Northern Italians; Hammonton would 
later be founded and be home to many Southern Italians. (_________________  
1 student) 
 
• Post-WW II (1920s +): This era of the “modern Piney” was marked by the re-
colonization of the Pinelands by ex-urbanites. (_________________ 1 student) 
 
The three students assigned to this research should begin their research in Stockton’s 
library (both the main collection and Special Collections). Each is trying to provide a 
comprehensive yet brief introduction to who “Pineys” were in their particular period (I 
would suggest no more than 500 words). These pieces will serve as anchor blurbs for 
the main exhibition. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Stories/Blurbs/Highlights for Exhibition 
 
Two or three students will be assigned to each topic. I provide the materials 
already assembled by Stephanie Allen and Kevin Konrad. You will be digging 
further, considering what stories can be told, which are most visual; you will be 
gathering references to the visual materials (if not the visuals themselves) and 
you will be writing blurbs that accompany and tell the story of the visuals. 
 
I have listed brief starting points. In all cases due diligence using Google is 
called for. For many of these topics obvious starting points include the various 
South Jersey works by Henry Charlton Beck and Herbert Halpert’s Folk Tales, 
Tall Tales, Trickster Tales, and Legends of the Supernatural from the Pinelands of 
New Jersey. 
 



• Ghost Town(s). Ghost towns of the Pines are easy as far as visuals go. Be on 
the look out for very cool pictures. I should be able to get some photographs 
from my contacts as well. See Henry Charlton Beck, Forgotten Towns of Southern 
New Jersey and More Forgotten Towns of Southern New Jersey, along with other 
Beck titles in the library. They best case scenario is to find folk tales that are 
associated with bygone towns. Try to identify the location of the originals of 
images you find; we will ask for permission to use them. 
 
(_________________  _________________ 2 students) Contact: Kevin 
 
 
• The Jersey Devil. This topic should not take over the show. It is a piece that works 
in service to the wider focus of Pinelands folklore and folk life. Find old images of 
the Devil in contemporary newspapers (see the database list on the library web 
page; search “Accessible Archives,” “America’s Historical Newspapers: 1690 – 1922” 
and “New York Times, 1851 – 2007.” Discuss this topic with Louise Tillstrom in Special 
Collections. There are many uncatalogued Devil texts. 
  
(_________________  _________________ 2 students) Contact: Stephanie 
 
 
• Peggy Clevenger; Witch of the Pines. This is an interesting story – truth 
turned into folktale. Your job will be threefold: Find details of the evolving 
legend; find useable details of the true story; figure out some way to display this 
story. See Herbert Halpert. See post by Jerseyman, September 10, 2003 on 
NJpinebarrens.com (http://forums.njpinebarrens.com/threads/poor-peggy-
clevenger-murder-or-just-an-accident.8303/#post-98721). Locate Clevenger’s 
death in contemporary newspapers (see the database list on the library web 
page; search “Accessible Archives,” “America”s Historical Newspapers: 1690 – 
1922” and “New York Times, 1851 – 2007.”  
 
(_________________  _________________ 2 students) Contact: Stephanie 
 
 
• Sammy Buck Giberson, Fiddle Player(s), Dancing in the Pines. Halpert is an 
obvious starting point. Copy pertinent material from the text (on reserve); then 
search further in Beck and other sources. We are especially interested in stories 
associated with Sammy. How can we present them? Halpert has a photograph of 
Sammy. Where did it come from? Can we get permission to use it? Other images of 
dancing in the pines? What stories about Sammy best complement such images. I 
am also told that dancing in the pines was a standard and popular event. Try to 
locate advertisements or descriptions in contemporary newspapers (see the database 
list on the library web page; search “Accessible Archives,” “America”s Historical 
Newspapers: 1690 – 1922” and “New York Times, 1851 – 2007.”  



 
(_________________  _________________ 2 students) Contact: Kevin 
 
 
• Dancing in the Pines, Music. Can you find images of dancing in the pines? I 
am also told that dancing in the pines was a standard and popular event. Try to 
locate advertisements or descriptions in contemporary newspapers (see the 
database list on the library web page; search “Accessible Archives,” “America”s 
Historical Newspapers: 1690 – 1922” and “New York Times, 1851 – 2007.” The same 
goes for music in the pines. We need images and either audio or live music 
itself. 
 
(_________________  _________________ 2 students) Contacts: Kevin, Stephanie 
 
 
• Joe Mulliner (“Robin Hood of the Pines”). There is a fair amount written on 
Mulliner. Your task is to find images, select the best stories, and to write blurbs 
about Joe’s life, exploits, and death. This is one of the better examples of 
folklore, so comparisons of alternate versions might be useful. 
 
 (_________________  _________________ 2 students) Contact: Kevin 
 
 
• Natural Phenomena (Blue Holes, “Dog Heaven,” Nature Tales). In a way, this 
topic is wide open. Research natural phenomena of the pines, nature tales, the 
boiling well of Peggy Clevenger, etc. The issue, as always, is how to represent 
what you find on the walls (or halls) of an art gallery. 
 
(_________________  _________________ 2 students) Contact: Stephanie 
 
 
• Images of Pineys and Piney architecture, paraphernalia of daily life. This 
exhibition attempts to focus on the folklore and tales of the Pinelands, but 
inevitably we will introduce a discussion of the Pineys, their houses, towns, 
drinking holes, and the rural implements of which they made constant use, such 
as woven baskets, and cranberry scoops. This group is tasked with identifying as 
many interesting images on these and related topics as possible. You must also 
attempt to locate where original images are located so that we can get 
permission to use them. Images might be drawings, paintings, or photographs. 
Be on the look out for collection of these materials that might allow us to 
borrow examples. 
 
(_________________  _________________ 3 students) Contact: Kevin & Stephanie 
 



These are opening titles for further research. Expand upon the work already 
done. Think carefully and creatively. This is research that will end up as an 
exhibition at the Noyes Museum. 
 
 
WEEK 5 

February 20. First reports on progress with South Jersey Folklore Project due. 
 
 
WEEK 10 

April 1. Second reports on progress with South Jersey Folklore Project due. 
 
 
 


