Question Script for NJ Women’s Voices Interview
This is Jasmin Brown for GAH 2358 Perspectives on Women Fall 2008, instructed by Dr. Kristin Jacobson, interviewing Diane Miller on her views of feminism. Thank you very much for agreeing to take part in this interview. 
1) What is your:
• Age: 
-N/A
• Education level:
- I attended Bloomsburg University in Pennsylvania; I graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration.
• Current profession: 
-I am a Regional Manager with the New Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety Division on Civil Rights.
• Marital status: 
-Married
• Race/Ethnicity: 
-I am Caucasian. My parents are Irish and Italian
• Hometown/where were you born? 
-Pittston, Pennsylvania
• Political affiliation: 
-Democrat
• Religion? (Or, would you consider yourself a religious/spiritual person?): 
-Yes. Catholic
• Relationship to me (the interviewer): 
-Employer.
2) Do you have children? (How many? What ages/genders?) 
- One daughter who will be 6 in October.
3) What do you know about feminism? Do you consider yourself a feminist? Why or

why not? If you wouldn’t call yourself a feminist, is there another term that better

describes you?

- Of course I know all about feminism. Would I consider myself a feminist? It depends; I do work for the Division on Civil Rights so obviously I believe in equal rights for women. I feel that people sometimes get the wrong idea when they hear the term but I do believe that women should have equals rights as men.

4) What do you think of the media’s portrayal of the ideal female body? Does it impact

your own perception of your body? How or why not?

- We talk about that quite often especially because I have a little girl who is starting to watch the shows that have all of the thin, young girls. Yes the media influences most women’s views. As you get older it starts to change because you become accustomed to your body. I don’t think it ever really goes away. Most shows try to portray the perfect body and you can never get away from that, even with the shows like ‘Ugly Betty’ that show that all women can be successful no matter how they look, there’s still that hidden portrayal.
5) As a child were you ever told you couldn’t do something simply because you were a

girl? What was the situation? Were you ever told you couldn’t be what you wanted to

be when you grew up because you were a girl? If yes, who told you that and why? If

no, who encouraged you to be whatever you wanted to be?

- Well I grew up in a time when there were no girls on little league. There was no softball or girls league. We were told to sit in the stands and watch. It was about 5 of us and we fought it and we were able to join the boy’s baseball team. I wasn’t very good but I guess I was just trying to prove a point. I was always encouraged by my parents to be whatever I wanted to be. 

6) As a woman do you feel pressured to be successful in the fields of family/home life,

business/work life, income and appearance? What defines a successful woman in

your mind? What factors influence your opinion of what defines a successful woman?

Has your understanding of success changed over the years?

- As a woman, you feel pressured to be everything. I’m sure men would say the same thing but yes, you want to be perfect at work and perfect at home, you want to be home with your kids and you want to be at work making money. I think it’s a fight that we all have internally. I believe that to be successful, you have to be happy with what you do. I have found contentment. I have a job that I’ve worked at for a long time; it allows me to have a nice income, time with my child. I was lucky to marry a wonderful man who helps with everything. I believe a successful woman is a happy woman, whether it’s working full-time with no children or being a stay-at-home mom. Success is measured by happiness. My understanding of success reflects happiness. If you’re content you will be successful.  

7) As an adult do you ever feel that you are treated differently due to your gender? How

so? Do you like being treated differently because you are a woman or would you

prefer it didn’t happen? Does it depend on the situation? Please explain.

- Of course I feel differently as a woman and I am treated differently in many situations. It’s not necessarily a bad thing at times. I do think that at work like if I was a man, this could have been done differently. It feels good to be treated as woman. I feel its fine and we can accept it. As a woman we can have children and have the door held for us. It is a different world but I think as a woman we should be treated differently as far as chivalry goes. There are going to be differences. Sometimes you don’t want to be treated differently but we should embrace all differences.

8) How would you define gender equality? Would you say gender equality is important

to you? Why or why not?

- Gender equality is basically being offered the same opportunities if that’s what you chose. Its equal pay and you should all be making the same money if you’re doing the same thing. I have worked for the Division on Civil Rights for 23 years so this is definitely an important issue for me. I have seen things change over the years in the cases we investigate. It has gotten better but it’s not perfect and we’ll keep fighting for it so it continues to get better.

9) It’s often assumed that women are more emotional than men. Do you agree or

disagree with that common assumption? Do you think a female president would be

able to handle tough situations as well as a male president?

· I think women tend to get more emotional than men but that is not necessarily a bad thing. There are women that hide their emotions and men have emotions that are on the surface. I still feel that a woman could handle a tough situation because we do it everyday with children, work, home and husbands. It’s not an easy thing to juggle. I don’t see any reason why a woman president can not be as successful as or even more successful than a male. Its individual not sex related. I believe that in my lifetime maybe or definitely in yours Jasmin, we will have a female president and she’ll be great.
Thank you very much. This concludes our interview.
