1.  What is your:

Name:

Barbara 
 Age:


52

Education Level:

Some Graduate School

Current Profession:


Shop Owner

Marital Status:


single

Race/Ethnicity:



Caucasian- Greek/Polish/Russian

Hometown/where were you born?


Linden, NJ

Political Affiliation:


Democrat

Religion:


closing in on Buddhism

Relationship to me:


Friend

2) Do you have children? (How many? What ages/genders?)

Nope, no children

3) What do you know about feminism? Do you consider yourself a feminist? Why or

why not? If you wouldn’t call yourself a feminist, is there another term that better

describes you?
I am concerned about women’s issues but I acknowledge the differences between the sexes.  Complimentary would be nice, you know yin/yang.  We are as different emotionally as were physically.  I don’t particularly like titles, like “feminist”, they only end up creating more division.

4) What do you think of the media’s portrayal of the ideal female body? Does it impact

your own perception of your body? How or why not?
The media is warping our minds, in many ways. Yes, it affects everyone, whether they acknowledge it or not.  It keeps people from finding/knowing who they are.  The media promotes the superficial/saleable and mutant body types, this creates superficial society.

5) As a child were you ever told you couldn’t do something simply because you were a

girl? What was the situation? Were you ever told you couldn’t be what you wanted to

be when you grew up because you were a girl? If yes, who told you that and why? If

no, who encouraged you to be whatever you wanted to be?
I remember first of never really thinking there was a difference between boys and girls, I never really acknowledge it.  But, Yes, I was told as I got older girls cant play the bass, by my ex-husband.  This was an obvious misconception, but I wound up on keyboards.  Otherwise I was encouraged, however, “nice girls don’t do things like that”, I heard a lot!

6) As a woman do you feel pressured to be successful in the fields of family/home life,

business/work life, income and appearance? What defines a successful woman in

your mind? What factors influence your opinion of what defines a successful woman?

Has your understand of success changed over the years?
I did definitely.  I always feel I was falling short of the ideal in everyway.  Too stressful for anyone, but that’s part of finding who you are.  Getting past societal expectations, family expectations, finding what you want from all the expectations that are hoisted upon you and shedding them.  A successful person knows who they are, what they want.  Don’t seek justification from the outside.
7) As an adult do you ever feel that you are treated differently due to your gender? How

so? Do you like being treated differently because you are a woman or would you

prefer it didn’t happen? Does it depend on the situation? Please explain.
Yes, always! Treated according to gender, you can’t get past that.  That dynamic, is always there.  Perhaps better to see it, deal with it, not to forget that women have power over men too and use it.  Though I prefer to avoid this ploy it is always there on some level, till we’re asexual or non-sexual.  Does someone want that?

8) How would you define gender equality? Would you say gender equality is important

to you? Why or why not?
Same job, same pay is easy.  Everyone using their best skill set, no matter what that is, no matter whether it is gender based or not.  Realizing there are gender based skills.

9) It’s often assumed that women are more emotional than men. Do you agree or

disagree with that common assumption? Do you think a female president would be

able to handle tough situations as well as a male president?
Women and men exhibit their emotions differently.  A great part is likely socialization and may be valuable.  Women raised young children for centuries, they trigger off non-verbal signals, trigger off emotional cues which could be a very valuable skill at a summit meeting and less testosterone, less war.  A different kind of president.
