Lauren: Hello! I would like to ask you a set of questions that our Perspectives on Women class have created.  We were asked to interview a New Jersey Woman and I have chosen you! First question is what is your name?  
Brenda: Brenda Cloman


Lauren: What is your age? 
Brenda: 43.
Lauren: What is your education level?  
Brenda: Masters Degree.
Lauren: What is your current profession?  
Brenda: I am a teacher.
Lauren: What is your marital status? 
Brenda: I am married.
Lauren: What is your race/ethnicity? 
Brenda: Caucasian.
Lauren: Where is your hometown? 
Brenda: Cape May.
Lauren: What is your political affiliation? 
Brenda: Independent.
Lauren: Would you consider yourself a religious/spiritual person? 
Brenda: Yes. I grew up going to church on Sundays.
Lauren: What is your relationship to me, the interviewer?  
Brenda: Aunt.

Lauren: Do you have children? 
Brenda: Yes.

Lauren: How many? 
Brenda: I have 2 of my own and 2 step children.

Lauren: What gender and ages are your children? 
Brenda: I have 2 girls one is 2 and the other is 15. And I have 2 boys one is 14 and the other is 17.
Lauren: What do you know about feminism? 
Brenda: I know that feminism has changed the way women are treated in many places and that it is not always for the better.

Lauren: Would you consider yourself a feminist? 
Brenda: Not really.

Lauren: Why would you not consider yourself a feminist?  
Brenda: I believe in equal rights and that woman should be paid comparable to men, but I miss the “old fashioned” gentlemen that seem to be a rarity any more.

Lauren: If you would not call yourself a feminist, is there another term that better describes you?  
Brenda: Probably independent, self-sufficient.

Lauren: What do you think of the media’s portrayal of the ideal female body?  

Brenda: Unrealistic.

Lauren: Does it impact your own perception of your body?  
Brenda: A little bit.  
Lauren:  How does it impact your perception?

Brenda:I do compare myself to other women as far as my body image.   Overall I am pretty comfortable with myself though.

Lauren: As a child were you ever told you could not do something simply because you were a girl? 
Brenda: Yes.

Lauren: What was the situation?  
Brenda: I was told by a guidance counselor not to go to college because I would never make it.

Lauren: Were you ever told you could not be what you wanted to be when you grow up because you were a girl? 
Brenda: I always knew that I wanted to teach.  The only person who discouraged me was my counselor.

Lauren: Who told you that and why did they tell you that?  
Brenda: He figured that since no one else in my family had gone to college, chances were that I wouldn’t make it.

Lauren: Who encouraged you to be whatever you wanted to be?  
Brenda: My family always told me that I could do whatever I set out to do.

Lauren: As a woman do you feel pressured to be successful in the fields of family/home life, business/work life, income and appearance? 
Brenda: Yes.

Lauren: What defines a successful woman in your mind? 
Brenda: To me a successful woman is one who is happy with her life.  She should be content with her work, family and appearance.  Money does not necessarily mean success.

Lauren: What factors influence your opinion of what defines a successful woman?  
Brenda: My childhood and my family.  

Lauren: Has your understanding of success changed over the years? 
Brenda: Yes.  When I was younger I thought it was about money and material things.

Lauren: As an adult do you ever feel that you are treated differently due to your gender? Brenda: yes

Lauren: How so?  
Brenda: I think that many people don’t think that women are emotionally strong enough to handle certain situations.  I have seen men promoted over more qualified women.  

Lauren: Do you like being treated differently because you are a woman or would you prefer it did not happen? 
Brenda: It depends on the situation

Lauren: Could you please explain.  
Brenda: I think that men and women are wired differently.  It has been shown in research that reaction between men and women to different stimulus come from different parts of the brain.  I think that we definitely process situations in different ways

Lauren: How would you define gender equality? 
Brenda: In my opinion it would be an ideal situation where people, regardless of gender, were treated on the same level.  That would mean in the workplace, as family and in body image.

Lauren: Would you say gender equality is important to you? 
Brenda: Yes 
Lauren: Why do you feel it is important?

Brenda: I do feel that women are expected to do more in certain circumstances than men do do.  Simply because of the way the brain is wired, I don’t think we can ever be considered equal.  I do feel that in areas of employment and education, men and women should have equal opportunity and that the most qualified person should hold the job.
Lauren:  It is often assumed that women are more emotional than men.  Do you agree or disagree with that common assumption? 
Brenda: I agree.  
Lauren: Do you think a female president would be able to handle tough situations as well as a male president?  
Brenda: I think a woman could handle the job.  I think she may handle things differently but that she would handle them just fine.  On an emotional level there are pros and cons to either sex being in such a powerful position.  I think that anyone who would like to be president should have the option open to him or her.  If they can handle the campaign trail then I think they would be well prepared to face other difficulties.

Lauren: Thank you very much for taking the time to answer the questions and being so cooperative.  You can find the transcript of our interview on our class blog.  Thanks!!
Brenda: Anytime.

