Transcript of New Jersey Women’s Voice Interview
1.) What is your:

· Name? Crissie Lau
· Age? 44
· Education Level? High school
· Current Profession? Waitress/Stay at home mom
· Marital Status? Yes
· Race/Ethnicity? Caucasian
· Political Affiliation? Democratic

· Religion? (Or, would you consider yourself a religious/spiritual person?) Methodist
· Relationship to me (the interviewer)? Friend of the family
2.) Do you have children? (How many? What ages/genders?)
· Yes, two girls. My youngest is 15 and my oldest is 19. 
3.) What do you know about feminism? Do you consider yourself a feminist? Why or why not? If you wouldn’t call yourself a feminist, is there another term that better describes you? 
· I believe feminism is about creating equality for women. Yes, I would consider myself a feminist. I feel that I am a feminist because I believe in equality between men and women. A goal of a feminist is to break barriers. 
4.) What do you think of the media’s portrayal of the ideal female body? Does it impact your own perception of your body? How or why not?
· I feel that the media does not ideally portray the ideal body. Young girls are literally “dying” to be thin. Magazines always portray women that are extremely thin. The average woman is not a stick figure, we are curvaceous. I feel bad for young girls today that feel like they have to be thin to be beautiful. 
5.) As a child were you ever told you couldn’t do something simply because you were a girl? What was the situation? Were you ever told you couldn’t be what you wanted to be when you grew up because you were a girl? If yes, who told you that and why? If no, who encouraged you to be whatever you wanted to be?
· I was always the “tomboy” type growing up. I loved sports and always hung around my older brothers. I was never told I couldn’t do anything or be wanted I wanted to be just because I was a girl. I often was portrayed as “one of the guys.” My mother always tried to make me more “girly” but she always supported me in all that I did. I always wanted to be a veterinarian. Although I never became a veterinarian my family supported me in all that I did. 
6.) As a woman, do you feel pressured to be successful in the fields of family/home life, business/work life, income and appearance? What defines a successful woman in your mind? What factors influence your opinion of what defines a successful woman? Has your understanding of success changed over the years? 
· Yes, what woman would not want to be successful in all those areas. A successful woman is a woman that can juggle work, home, children, a husband and still be able to take care of themselves. For example, I have sisters that are successful. They travel all over the world and still manage a great home life. They each have several kids that have turned out great and wonderful husbands. It seems like the older I get, the more pressure there is to be successful.  
7.) As an adult, do you ever feel that you are treated differently due to your gender? How so? Do you like being treated differently because you are a woman or would you prefer it didn’t happen? Does it depend on the situation? Please explain?
· Of course, I think it happens to many women.  There are many stereotypes about women. For example, we are the weaker sex. So, when it comes to lifting things or ding things around my house, my husband seems to think I should depend on him. I like doing things myself, especially when it comes to household chores. If furniture needs to be moved around, I would rather do it myself than asking my husband for help because I can’t handle. I am a very stubborn person and maybe that is where this is all stems from. I don’t think anyone likes being treated differently, 
8.) How would you define gender equality? Would you say gender equality is important to you? Why or why not?
· Gender equality is both men and women being treating equally. For example, at a work place both genders should be receiving the same pay for the same position. Yes, gender equality is important to me. Even though I waitress, I would not want a waiter to be favored and receive better pay than me. In my eyes, both men and women should be treated equally. 

9.) It is often assumed that women are more emotional than men. Do you agree or disagree with this common assumption. Do you think a female president would be able to handle tough situation as well as a male president? 

· Yes, I do think that women are more emotional than men. That does not mean that there are not emotional men out there, I just feel women are more sensitive. I would love to see a female president in office. I think that would be a great change for our country. I do believe that a female president would be able to handle touch situation as well as a male president. Women are just as smart!

