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Professor Jacobson

NJ Woman’s Interview

Amy: “Hi, how are you?” “Can you please tell me your name?”
Denise: “I’m good thank you, my name is Denise Heid.”
Amy: “Denise how old are you?”
Denise: “I am 57 years old.”
Amy: “Okay, and what is your education level?”
Denise: “My education level is an associate’s degree.”
Amy: “and what profession are you currently in?”
Denise: “I am a medical biller.”
Amy: “What is your marital status?”
Denise: “Married, 37 years.”
Amy: “What is your race/ethnicity?”
Denise: “I am Caucasian with a mix of Irish/Ukrainian heritage.” 

Amy: “and where was the location of your birth place?”
Denise: “I was born in New York City.”
Amy: “What is your political affiliation?” 

Denise: “Well I consider myself independent, although I did vote democratic this election.”
Amy: “Do you consider yourself religious?” “Or would you consider yourself more of a spiritual person?”
Denise: “I defiantly consider myself a spiritual person, I have no religious affiliations.”
Amy: “What is your relationship to me?”
Denise: “Well I consider you a part of the family!” “You grew up with my son and you guys have been friends ever since, living right around the corner from me!” 

Amy: “Do you have any children?” 

Denise: “Yes.” “I have five, two girls who are 33 and 30 and three boys who are 23, 21, and 18.”
Amy: “What do you know about feminism?” “Do you consider yourself a feminist?” “Why or why not?” “Is there another term that better describes you?”
Denise: “Well it’s pretty much started with my generation right after the suffrage movement.” “Yes I do consider myself a feminist, because I take pride in my own personal power.” “Throughout my life experiences I have read a lot on origins of feminism and its implications it has on my life and also my daughter’s lives.”  

Amy: “What do you think of the media’s portrayal of the ideal female body?” “Does it impact your own perception of your body?” “How or why not?” 

Denise: “I find at times that I do fall into that trap, but I have lived 57 years and have bared 5 children.” “I am more realistic in my expectations.” “Most importantly I have come to appreciate the hidden beauty that comes with the experiences and introspection.”
 Amy: “As a child were you ever told you couldn’t do something simply because you were a girl? What was the situation?” “Were you ever told you couldn’t be what you wanted to be when you grew up because you were a girl?” “If yes, who told you that and why?” “If no, who encouraged you to be whatever you wanted to be?”
Denise: “No, I was always encouraged at a very young age.” “I wanted to become a lawyer, and my mother was always telling me I would make a good one because I was outspoken.” “As I got older and started my education into this field I realized it did not morally fit my personality.” “No one ever limited me; I think I grew up with more confidence than most kids.” “It became apparent to me when I entered the workforce that there was a vast separation between the sexes.” “Something interesting I found was men were always so eager to mentor young men whereas women were not willing to lend a hand to other women.” “I felt as though they were saying I had to claw my way up the ladder so you should too.” “It was amazing, you would not believe it.” “I lost my first job over it.”
Amy:  “As a woman do you feel pressured to be successful in the fields of family/home life, business/work life, income and appearance?” “What defines a successful woman in your mind?” “What factors influence your opinion of what defines a successful woman?” “Has your understanding of success changed over the years?”
Denise: “Yes, even though I was making extremely good money.” “I still felt responsible, if the dishes were not clean, the laundry was not done, and the house was a mess, I still felt as though it was a reflection of me.” “Even though it was not even my mess!” “The duties of housework were more even when my husband retired.” “Women feel compelled to do everything.” “I always felt I had to look good.” “Although it seems to be changing men do not care about their appearance as much as women do, because they don’t feel their appearance has any value.”” Women feel the need to be good looking, good at work, a good homemaker, and be good in bed in order to feel valuable.” “It is important for women to feel valuable.” “I think the definition of a successful woman is a woman who achieves a balance in her life, with regards to family, life, health, and spirituality.” “I feel this way due to my own experiences, because I have constantly updated my opinion based on my age.” “What is important to a 20 year old is not important to a 50 year old.” 

Amy:   “As an adult do you ever feel that you are treated differently due to your gender?” “How so?” “Do you like being treated differently because you are a woman or would you prefer it didn’t happen?” “Does it depend on the situation?” “Please explain.”
Denise: “Yes here’s an example.” “One day I remember I had a business meeting and the dress was business causal.” “I have always dressed professional but today I remember I wore a suit jacket with a skirt.” “When the other business partners walked in I remember a man just passing me and shaking another man’s hand first, Even though I was higher ranked then the man and closer!” “Most men are intimidated by a smart woman and if a woman is smart then she is considered a bitch.” “It never mattered to my husband if I did a particular job better than I did it, if he could do it better than he did it.” “I think that is one of the reasons we are still married.” “Although I do think it depends on the situation.” “For example, if you are riding a bus and you are tired from work, and a man was to offer me his seat I would not burst and in rage and say NO!” “Why are you treating me different”?” Because I am a women”? “But we all know men make more money.” “I do not like being treated different but the bottom line is I want respect and I would like to see equal pay.” “There is hidden discrimination of women everywhere sometimes we are not even aware of it.”   
Amy: “How would you define gender equality?” “Would you say gender equality is important to you?” “Why or why not?”
Denise: “Mutual respect, same pay for either sex as long as they can do the job.” “It is important to me part of the reason is because I grew up during women’s liberation movement.” “It is engrained in me.” “I have witnessed firsthand gender inequality in a corporate environment regarding positions and salaries.”
Amy: “It’s often assumed that women are more emotional than men.” “Do you agree or disagree with that common assumption?” “Do you think a female president would be able to handle tough situations as well as a male president?”
Denise: “I agree.” “I think it is part nature vs. nurture, but I am not sure how much.” “Some men just have a highly developed feminist side, which is a compliment.” “Some men were brought up to suppress their emotions like my husband.” “You can’t cry! men don’t cry!” “They can have rage and anger because it is manly, but other emotions are taught to be suppressed because they would portray themselves to look venerable.” “I absolutely think a female president would be able to handle tough situations as well if men if not sometimes better.” “Women do not have as much aggression.” “Not aggressive, but aggression.” “They can be aggressive, but aggression is like a blind fury where you do not weight things out evenly.”
Amy: “Well thanks Denise, I really appreciate you taking time out of your day for me to ask you these questions.” “I also admire the way you answered the questions because I agree with you a lot!”
Denise: (laughs) “No problem Amy, it was my pleasure.” 
