Interview by: Julie D’Attilio

Question Script for NJ Women’s Voices Interview

1) What is your:

· Name? Laura Ross
· Age? 50
· Education level? Tenth Grade
· Current profession? Waitress
· Marital status? Married
· Race/Ethnicity? White
· Political affiliation? None
· Religion? Non Denominational 
· Relationship to me (the interviewer)? Coworker 
2) Do you have:

· Siblings? Yes
· Children? Yes
3) What was your first job? Typing labels for prescriptions at a pharmacy
4) What did you want to be when you were young? Depends how young…when I was very young I wanted to be a doctor than I wanted to be a legal secretary
5) Are you involved in community service? What? Why or why not? Yes and No. I used to be more, not so much now because my children have taken up my community. 
6) What is your opinion about women changing their last name after marriage? Would or did you change your last name? Why or why not?  I believe that they not necessarily should but kind of should…I did and I agree with women doing it. 
7) Do you think a man is looked at differently if he stays home to take care of his children? Would your family approve of this type of arrangement? Yes I think that people question either his motives or his personality and the wife’s. I think they would question the roles in the marriage. My husband would approve of this type of arrangement but he would question it enough to disapprove. 
8) Should the dominant breadwinner in a relationship have more say or power in that relationship (for example, to determine how the money is used)? Five or ten years ago did you expect to make more or less money than your partner? Do you feel the same way today? No I do not believe that they should. I think that in a relationship that there is more to a relationship than just the money. I don’t think I really ever thought about it five or ten years ago I would be making more money than my partner. Just because the way our relationship is, we just always co-mingled everything, but I probably assumed that I would make less. 
9) In your experience, does parenting differ for sons and daughters? Please explain.

Yes. I think that the roles of men and women are different in families and neither has a greater role than the other. Traditionally children view men differently (their fathers) to be the person that leaves the home. Mom’s to be the ones that stay home. Yeah their roles are different. 
10) What do you think of feminists? What do you think their goals are? Do you know any feminists? Would you consider yourself one? Why or why not? You would have to define feminist. The definition that I go by I don’t want to say I don’t approve of feminism because there are aspects of feminism that I agree with like equality in pay and the ability to find work and be paid equal. However the grand scope of feminism, I am not in agreement with. I think that a hard core feminist goal would be to create that equality because there are more and more women out there needing to provide for their families. While I think that is good…I feel like there are a group of people that went too are that they are putting men into a subservient position. I actually know someone who was very strong in feminism and we worked together in a casino and she since changed her view because she met someone who she fell in love with.  I do not consider myself a feminist…absolutely not!
11) Do you think women are more likely to vote for a female presidential candidate because they share the same gender? Why or why not?

No! Because if they have sense and they are thinking women which most feminist are it would have nothing to do with the gender it has to do with their ability to be a leader and to accomplish what needs to be accomplished. 
