Question Script for NJ Women’s Voices Interview

1) What is your:

· Name? Carmen Smith
· Age? 34
· Education level? Few years of college
· Current profession? Waitress
· Marital status? Married
· Race/Ethnicity? Hispanic
· Political affiliation? Primarily Democrat.
· Religion? (Or, would you consider yourself a religious/spiritual person?) Catholic Christian

· Relationship to me (the interviewer)? Neighbor
2) Do you have:

· Siblings? No.
· Children? Yes, one son and daughter.
3) What was your first job?

Store Clerk.

4) What did you want to be when you were young?

Elementary School Teacher. 

5) Are you involved in community service? What? Why or why not?

I would love to but currently no. I just don’t have enough free time at the moment to do so. 

6) What is your opinion about women changing their last name after marriage? Would or did you change your last name? Why or why not? If the women want to change her last name then it is perfectly fine. I mean I change my last name to that of my husband because I thought it was kind of interesting. It doesn’t mean that I consider myself lower than him or anything.  

7) Do you think a man is looked at differently if he stays home to take care of his children? Would your family approve of this type of arrangement?

Yes, because it’s simply just not the norm in our society. People tend to view this type of men as lazy and afraid to do work in the real world. However, sadly this is not the case for the opposite sex. Not really because they would want him to put up at least some sort of income to the family regardless of how much. 

8) Should the dominant breadwinner in a relationship have more say or power in that relationship (for example, to determine how the money is used)? Five or ten years ago did you expect to make more or less money than your partner? Do you feel the same way today?

Absolutely not! Any sort of power in a relationship would be dangerous. Money should not be used to dominate in a relationship because I believe relationship is about trust and respect. Both partners should have equal rights regardless of who makes more money. In the past no but right now I just feel that there are more opportunities for women and I could make more money.

9) In your experience, does parenting differ for sons and daughters? Please explain.

Well, yes sort of. I just feel that my daughter can be exploited more than my son thus she needs a bit more protection. 

10) What do you think of feminists? What do you think their goals are? Do you know any feminists? Would you consider yourself one? Why or why not?

I think feminist have helped create more opportunities for women in the past. However, sometimes they can be a bit pushy. No, I do not know any feminists particularly. I do not consider myself to be feminist because I am not involved in any of the feminist activities. 

11) Do you think women are more likely to vote for a female presidential candidate because they share the same gender? Why or why not?

No, because gender has nothing to do with how a country should be run. The candidate with better policies and alternatives should get the most votes. I think majority of the people cast their votes based on how good a candidate is, not if they share the same race or gender. 

