Question Script for NJ Women’s Voices Interview

1) What is your:

•    Name? Barbara Barbolini    
•    Age? 45
•    Education level? AAS in Human Services
•    Current profession? Victim Advocate at the Mon. Cty. Prosecutors Office
•    Marital status? Married
•    Race/Ethnicity? White
•    Political affiliation? Independent
•    Religion? (Or, would you consider yourself a religious/spiritual person?) Christian
•    Relationship to me (the interviewer)? Special Friend

2) Do you have:
•    Siblings? 1 Sister
•    Children? Had 4 daughters-one passed away

3) What was your first job? 

      Big Jim's Burger Haven-taking orders (fast food)

4) What did you want to be when you were young? 

      A lawyer or stewardess

5) Are you involved in community service? What? Why or why not? 

      Not at this time because I am dealing with an illness but I use to volunteer with the elderly quite a bit.

6) What is your opinion about women changing their last name after
marriage? Would or did you change your last name? Why or why not? 

   I think it's a personal choice. I did change my name because it was so cute--really because 25 years ago   that's just what you did.

7) Do you think a man is looked at differently if he stays home to take
care of his children? Would your family approve of this type of arrangement?
   

I do believe they are looked at differently still by our society, I think they are looked upon as lazy and weak   to "sit home and let the wife earn the paycheck". I really don't think my family would care too much.


8) Should the dominant breadwinner in a relationship have more say or
power in that relationship (for example, to determine how the money is
used)? Five or ten years ago did you expect to make more or less money
than your partner? Do you feel the same way today?

 I always knew woman could make more money than men in the workforce because I grew up with a mother who earned more than my father for many years. As far as power in the relationship I believe if money is controlling who has the power, that relationship is in trouble. Partners should be able to share and agree on their goals first and the rest will fall into place with neither being more powerful.

9) In your experience, does parenting differ for sons and daughters?
Please explain.

      I have only had daughters but watching friends raise their sons I do believe they are raised differently. Boys are raised to be strong and protect their moms and sisters. Girls are always being protected. I have tried to raise my daughters with the confidence to know that they can pursue anything they want in life. If they have the determination they can do anything.

10) What do you think of feminists? What do you think their goals are? Do 
you know any feminists? Would you consider yourself one? Why or why not?

 

    Feminists have great points most of the time but sometimes can be a little over the top. Some seem to really despise the male population and protest in anger rather then for change. I believe their ultimate goals are to be treated equally. I would not consider myself a feminist but I do consider myself a strong woman. I go into the workforce and feel equally comfortable with both men and woman.

11) Do you think women are more likely to vote for a female presidential
candidate because they share the same gender? Why or why not?

     I am an optimist who would like to believe people will vote for the best person for the job, at least that's what I intend to do. There are people who will vote for a woman just because she is a woman and there are others that will vote against a female just because they are female. I think that is sad.

